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A	combination	of	Describing	Children’s	Work	and	the	ATLAS	Process	for	Learning	from	Student	Work,	
developed	in	the	field	by	educators	affiliated	with	NSRF.

This	process	is	grounded	in	description,	not	judgment	or	evaluation.	The	major	assumption	is	that	all	work	
bears	the	imprint	and	signature	of	the	author	and	so	offers	important	access	to	the	maker’s	interest,	ways	of	
creating	order,	and	point	of	view.	The	purpose	is	to	understand	this	student’s	(or	these	students’)	way(s)	of	knowing.

The	process	is	formal.	During	the	descriptive	portion	of	the	protocol,	the	team	speaks	in	go-arounds.	You	
are	free	to	pass.	Everyone	listens	carefully.	There	is	no	cross	dialogue.	Comments	are	kept	short	(if	you	
keep	hearing	yourself	say	“and,”	you’ve	said	too	much).	Use	action	words,	descriptive	words	and	phrases.	
The	chair	sets	the	focus	for	each	round,	listens,	and	takes	notes	for	common	ground.

Kixxmrk Wxevxih	(10	minutes)
•	 The	facilitator	reminds	the	group	of	the	norms	of	collaboratively	looking	at	student	work	and,	with	the	

group,	establishes	time	limits	for	each	part	of	the	process.	At	this	time	the	tone	is	set	for	description	
through	a	brief	activity	or	exercise	if	the	participants	are	unfamiliar	with	descriptive	review.

•	 The	presenter	providing	the	student	work	giveart³oڰӀՐՠ	³oڰӀՐՠxercise	if	the	participants	ar�s	work.	In	particular,	the	presenter	should	avoid	any	statements	about	whether	this	is	a	strong	or	

weak	student	or	whether	this	is	a	particularly	good	or	poor	piece	of	work	from	this	student.
•	 The	presenter	may,	at	this	time,	inform	the	group	of	the	question	or	dilemma	s/he	would	like	the	team	

to	consider.
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