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 YOUNGER 

 Alaina and the Great Play  . By Eloise Greenfield. Illus. by Colin Bootman. Alazar. Kindergartener 

 Alaina has five words to recite after the second-grade play. But when the big moment arrives, she is 

 inspired to improvise. 

 Amira’s Picture Day  . By Reem Faruqi. Illus. by Fahmida Azim. Holiday. Amira is excited to celebrate 

 Eid, but she becomes upset when she realizes it falls on class picture day. 

 Areli Is a Dreamer  . By Areli Morales. Illus. by Luisa Uribe. Random House Studio. The nonfiction 

 offering follows DACA recipient Areli Morales as she migrates to the U.S., navigates her new life, and 

 imagines her future. Simultaneously published in Spanish and English. 

 Beak & Ally #1: Unlikely Friends  . By Norm Feuti. Illus. by the author. HarperAlley. Despite Beak the 

 bird's bubbly attempts to befriend Ally, the alligator is content to be alone, until a party invitation and a







 Laxmi’s Mooch  . By Shelly Anand. Illus. by Nabi H. Ali. Penguin/Kokila. In this celebration of all bodiesô 

 natural hair, young Laxmi is offered loving reassurance after a friend notices her facial hair. 

 Let Me Fix You a Plate: A Tale of Two Kitchens  . By Elizabeth Lilly. Illus. by the author. Holiday/Neal 

 Porter. A young family finds connection and commonality through the meals they share while visiting 

 the Appalachian and Cuban sides of their family. 

 The Little Wooden Robot and the Log Princess  . By Tom Gauld. Illus. by the author. Holiday/Neal 

 Porter. Stranded far from home due to a mishap, a wooden robot prince and his log-princess sister 

 rescue one another during their journey back to the castle. 

 The Longest Storm  . By Dan Yaccarino. Illus. by the author. Astra/mineditionUS. A single-parent family 

 learns to appreciate spending time together when theyôre stuck indoors during a seemingly 

 interminable storm. 

 The Lost Package: A Lot Can Happen Between the Post Office and the Destination  . By Richard Ho. 

 Illus. by Jessica Lanan. Roaring Brook. Ever wonder what happens to mailed packages that are lost 

 en route? This is the happy story of one such box. 

 May Your Life Be Deliciosa  . By Michael Genhart. Illus. by Loris Lora. Cameron Kids. Rosieôs Abuela 

 doesnôt need a recipe because she truly cooks ñby heart.ò Rosie compares the steps of making 

 tamales to the wishes she has for her family. (A 2022 Pura Belpr® Illustrator Honor Book) 

 Mel Fell  . By Corey R. Tabor. Illus. by the author. HarperCollins/Balzer+Bray.As Mel the kingfisher 

 plunges from a treetop on her first flight, readers are invited to turn the book sideways and 

 upside-down as they follow her journey. (A 2022 Caldecott Honor Book) 

 Milo Imagines the World  . By Matt de la Pe¶a. Illus. by Christian Robinson. Putnam. Milo sketches 

 what he imagines to be the lives of his fellow subway passengers, only to reassess his drawings after 

 he discovers one boy shares Miloôs destination: visiting day at a correctional facility. 

 Mornings with Monet  . By Barb Rosenstock. Illus. by Mary GrandPr®. Knopf. As the morning sun 

 moves, Monet shifts from painting to painting, capturing what will become a famous series of images 

 of the Seine. 

 The Most Beautiful Story  . By Brynjulf Jung Tjßnn. Illus. by Ïyvind Torseter. Tr. by Kari Dickson. 

 Enchanted Lion. In an intricate tale of tragic loss and fervent hope, a loving sister seeks help from a 





 The People Remember  . By Ibi Zoboi. Illus. by Loveis Wise. HarperCollins/Balzer+Bray. The principles 

 of Kwanzaa, lyrical free verse, and dynamic illustrations powerfully come together in this illuminating 

 look at Black history. 

 The People’s Painter: How Ben Shahn Fought for Justice with Art  . By Cynthia Levinson. Illus. by 

 Evan Turk. Abrams. Jewish immigrant Ben Shahn used his art to portray the lives of working-class 

 people and others who had been mistreated to bring to light injustices in the United States. (The 2022 

 Robert F. Sibert Informational Book Award winner) 

 Room for Everyone  . By Naaz Khan. Illus. by Merc¯ L·pez. Atheneum/Caitlyn Dlouhy. Musa learns 

 there is always room for everyone on the dala dala bus in this rollicking, rhyming, come-along 

 adventure. 

 





 Amari and the Night Brothers  . By B. B. Alston. HarperCollins/Balzer+Bray. Amari investigates her 

 brotherôs disappearance while navigating a magic-filled summer internship at the secret Bureau of 

 Supernatural Affairs. 

 Ancestor Approved: Intertribal Stories for Kids  . Ed. by Cynthia Leitich Smith. 

 HarperCollins/Heartdrum. An enlightening collection of short stories about Indigenous young people 

 attending an intertribal powwow in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

 Bad Sister  . By Charise Mericle Harper. Illus. by Rory Lucey. First Second. In this honest and moving 

 graphic memoir, Charise and her younger brother, Daniel, don't always get along, sometimes getting 

 physically and emotionally hurt as a result. 

 Barefoot Dreams of Petra Luna  . By Alda P. Dobbs. Sourcebooks. Petra dreams of going to school 

 and learning how to read. Instead, she must lead her grandmother and younger siblings to safety 

 across the US border during the Mexican Revolution.  (A 2022 Pura Belpr® Children's Author Honor 

 Book) 

 The Beatryce Prophecy  . By Kate DiCamillo. Illus. by Sophie Blackall. Candlewick. A prophecy sets a 

 medieval adventure in motion that involves a mysterious girl, a feisty goat, a boy with a tragic sword, 

 a missing king, and an empathetic monk. 

 Borders  . By Thomas King. Illus. by Natasha Donovan. Little, Brown. This graphic novel tells the story 

 of a mother and son trapped between Canada and America because their Blackfoot citizenship is not 

 recognized by border security. 

 Cece Rios and the Desert of Souls  . By Kaela Rivera. Harper. Rivera draws upon Mexican American 

 legends in her account of Cece, a girl confronting dark forces and social expectations while on a 

 quest to rescue her sister. 

 Child of the Flower-Song People: Luz Jiménez, Daughter of the Nahua  . By Gloria Amescua. Illus. by 

 Duncan Tonatiuh. Abrams. This picture-book biography of Luz Jim®nez explores her life and efforts to 

 preserve the Nahua language and culture. (A 2022 Pura Belpr® Children's Author Honor Book) 

 Healer of the Water Monster  . By Brian Young. HarperCollins/Heartdrum. While visiting his 

 grandmother, a Navajo boy enlists help from Holy Beings and tribal members as he tries to help heal 

 an ailing Water Monster and his own uncle. 







 Too Bright to See  . By Kyle Lukoff. Dial. In rural Vermont, Bug spends the summer preparing for 

 middle school, grieving Uncle Roderick's death, and grappling with a ghost and gender identity. (A 

 2022 Newbery Honor Book) 

 Twenty-One Steps: Guarding the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier  . By Jeff Gottesfeld. Illus. by Matt 

 Tavares. Candlewick. A picture-book tribute to the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and the sentinels 

 who guard it. 

 Unspeakable: The Tulsa Race Massacre  . By Carole Boston Weatherford. Illus. by Floyd Cooper. 

 Carolrhoda. A powerful look into the Tulsa Race Massacre of 1921, one of the worst racial attacks in 

 American history. (A 2022 Caldecott Honor Book and a 2022 Sibert Honor Book) 

 We Are Still Here! Native American Truths Everyone Should Know  . By Traci Sorell. Illus. by Fran® 

 Lessac. Charlesbridge. For Indigenous People's Day, 12 students present on historical and 

 contemporary issues related to Native Americans. (A 2022 Sibert Honor Book) 

 OLDER 

 Amber and Clay  . By Laura Amy Schlitz. Illus. by Julia Iredale. Candlewick. Set in Ancient Greece, this 

 epic novel in verse traces the converging journeys of two children, a slave and an aristocrat. 

 Boy, Everywhere  . By A. M. Dassu. Lee & Low/Tu. The Syrian civil war uproots a boy and his family, 

 forcing them to leave the comforts of home and journey toward safety in England. 

 Call and Response: The Story of Black Lives Matter  . By Veronica Chambers. illus. 

 HarperCollins/Versify. This reference book about the Black Lives Matter movement and its historical 

 context includes helpful lists, timelines, and photographs. 

 Dawn Raid  . By Pauline Vaeluaga Smith. Illus. by Mat Hunkin. Levine Querido. Sofiaôs life and values 

 change when she is affected by the injustices of 1970s New Zealand and learns about the Polynesian 

 Panthers' fight for civil rights. 

 Fallout: Spies, Superbombs, and the Ultimate Cold War Showdown  . By Steve Sheinkin. Roaring 

 Brook. This thrilling history of the Cold War breaks down the events preceding, and key players 

 involved in, the Cuban Missile Crisis. (A 2022 Sibert Honor Book) 



 The Genius under the Table: Growing up behind the Iron Curtain  . By Eugene Yelchin. Illus. by the 

 author. Candlewick. Yevgeny, a Jewish boy growing up in the Soviet Union, hopes to identify a talent 

 that will allow him to rise above his circumstances in this comical memoir. 

 The In-Between  . By Rebecca K. S. Ansari. HarperCollins/Walden Pond. Cooper and his little  sister, 

 Jess, stumble upon a dark mystery when they become curious about their new neighbor across the 

 alley. 

 The Last Cuentista  . By Donna Barba Higuera. Levine Querido. Centuries after Earth is destroyed, 

 Petra arrives on a new planet, where she uses traditional stories and cunning to outwit enemies and 

 rescue other survivors. (The 2022 Newbery Medal winner and the 2022 Pura Belpr® Childrenôs 

 Author Award winner) 

 The Legend of Auntie Po  . By Shing Yin Khor. Illus. by the author. Penguin/Kokila. This graphic novel 

 interweaves historical fiction and surreal adventure as Mei reimagines the tale of Paul Bunyan with a 

 Chinese heroine to cope with ramifications of the Chinese Exclusion Act. 

 A Place to Hang the Moon  . By Kate Albus. Holiday/Margaret Ferguson. Recently orphaned and 

 evacuated from war-torn London, siblings William, Edmund, and Anna work with a librarian to find a 

 family who will adopt them. 

 Race Against Time: The Untold Story of Scipio Jones and the Battle to Save Twelve Innocent Men  . 

 By Sandra Neil Wallace and Rich Wallace. illus. Astra/Calkins Creek. This account details the 

 successful efforts of African American attorney Scipio Jones to free 12 wrongly convicted Black men 

 in 1924. 

 Recognize!: An Anthology Honoring and Amplifying Black Life  . Ed. by Wade Hudson and Cheryl Willis 

 Hudson. illus. Crown. Employing a variety of formats and subjects, this powerful collection proclaims 

 the importance of Black lives past, present, and future. 

 Revolution in Our Time: The Black Panther Party's Promise to the People  . By Kekla Magoon. illus. 

 Candlewick. Providing historical and contemporary context, this thorough account of the Black 

 Panther Party details its history, evolution, and impact. 

 Salt Magic  . By Hope Larson. Illus. by Rebecca Mock. Holiday/Margaret Ferguson. In a twisty graphic 

 novel set after WWI, a mysterious lady in white turns the local water supply salty, leading Vonceil to 

 try to undo the curse. 



 Six Crimson Cranes  . By Elizabeth Lim. Knopf. Lim draws upon Andersenôs ñThe Wild Swansò and 

 Asian folklore in her story of Princess Shioriôs efforts to escape her stepmotherôs dark magic and save 

 her brothers. 

 A Snake Falls to Earth  . By Darcie Little Badger. Levine Querido. Applying conventions of traditional 

 Lipan Apache storytelling, this lyrical novel follows the entwining stories of Native teen Nina and Oli, a 

 snake boy from the spirit world. (A 2022 Newbery Honor Book) 

 Thanks a Lot, Universe  . By Chad Lucas. Abrams/Amulet. Brian and Ezra navigate their changing 

 relationship while also dealing with challenges related to foster care, sexual identity, and anxiety. 

 While I Was Away  . By Waka T. Brown. HarperCollins/Quill Tree. This novel, based on the authorôs 

 childhood, chronicles 12-year-old Wakaôs culture shock as she spends a summer in Japan with her 

 grandmother to improve her Japanese language skills. 

 ALL AGES 

 Hear My Voice / Escucha mi voz: The Testimonies of Children Detained at the Southern Border of the 

 United States  . By Warren Binford for Project Amplify. illus. Workman. Striking illustrations by Latinx 

 artists complement the bilingual testimonies of children detained in inhumane conditions at the 

 U.S.-Mexico border. 

 I Am an American: The Wong Kim Ark Story  . By Martha Brockenbrough and Grace Lin. Illus. by Julia 

 Kuo. Little, Brown. In a defining court case, Wong Kim Arkôs victory guaranteed birthright citizenship 

 for all Americans. 

 Legacy: Women Poets of the Harlem Renaissance  . By Nikki Grimes. illus. Bloomsbury. This collection 

 of oft-overlooked works by women poets of the Harlem Renaissance is interwoven with Grimesô own 

 golden shovel poetry. 

 Make Meatballs Sing: The Life and Art of Corita Kent  . By Matthew Burgess. Illus. by Kara Kramer. 

 Enchanted Lion. This biography explores the life of artist and Catholic nun >Aᶠ

. 
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 Nano: The Spectacular Science of the Very (Very) Small  . By Jess Wade. Illus. by Melissa Castrill·n. 

 Candlewick. Vivid illustrations and helpful diagrams complement this engaging and kid-friendly 

 exploration of nanoscience. 

 Niños: Poems for the Lost Children of Chile  . By Mar²a Jos® Ferrada. Illus. by Mar²a Elena Valdez. Tr. 

 by Lawrence Schimel. Eerdmans. This book is an ode to the 34 Chilean children who lost their lives 

 during the years of Pinochetôs regime. 

 The Sea-Ringed World: Sacred Stories of the Americas  . By Mar²a Garc²a Esper·n. Illus. by Amanda 

 Mijangos. Tr. by David Bowles. Levine Querido. Poetry, prose, and artwork combine in this collection 

 of traditional tales from 18 Indigenous cultures that span from Argentina to Alaska. (A 2022 

 Batchelder Honor Book) 

 YA Fiction 

 Be Not Far from Me  by Mindy McGinnis. Katherine Tegen Books/HarperCollins.  Lost in the Great 

 Smoky Mountains, rising high school senior Ashley Hawkins must fight for survival without any tools, 

 growing in awareness that the world is not tame, and neither are people. 

 Cemetery Boys  by Aiden Thomas. Swoon Reads/Macmillan.  Yadriel, a trans boy, summons the angry 

 spirit of his high school's bad boy, and agrees to help him learn how he died, thereby proving himself 

 a brujo, not a bruja, to his conservative family. 

 Clap When You Land  by Elizabeth Acevedo. HarperTeen/HarperCollins.  Sixteen-year-olds Camino 

 Rios, of the Dominican Republic, and Yahaira Rios, of New York City, are devastated to learn of their 

 father's death in a plane crash and stunned to learn of each other's existence. A novel in verse told in 

 two voices. 

 Deeplight  by Frances Hardinge. Amulet Books/ABRAMS.  The gods are dead. Decades ago, they 

 turned on one another and tore each other apart. Nobody knows why. But are they really gone 

 forever? When 15-year-old Hark finds the still-beating heart of a terrifying deity, he risks everything to 

 keep it out of the hands of smugglers, military scientists, and a secret fanatical cult so that he can use 

 it to save the life of his best friend, Jelt. But with the heart, Jelt gradually and eerily transforms. How 




