






 The Party and Other Stories  . By Sergio Ruzzier. Illus. by the author. Chronicle. Fox and Chick 

 manage to be good friends despite their differences in this uncluttered, laugh-out-loud early reader. 

 (Geisel Honor Book) 

 The Patchwork Bike  . By Maxine Beneba Clarke. Illus. by Van Thanh Rudd. Candlewick.  Against a 

 backdrop of dynamic, action-filled paintings, a young girl describes, with tremendous pride, the bike 

 that her brothers made from scrap material and the adventures they have. 

 The Rough Patch  . By Brian Lies. Illus. by the author. Greenwillow. The state of Fox’s garden mirrors 

 his grieving process as he mourns his best friend.  (Caldecott Honor Book) 

 Saturday Is Swimming Day  . By Hyewon Yum. Illus. by the author. Candlewick.  Yum delicately 

 explores the fear and triumph a little girl feels when facing her Saturday swimming lessons. 

 See Pip Flap  . By David Milgrim. Illus. by the author. Simon & Schuster/Simon Spotlight. On pages 

 with spare language and bold, cheerful artwork, Otto the robot tries to help Pip the mouse learn to fly. 

 (Geisel Honor Book) 

 Thank You, Omu!  By Oge Mora. Illus. by the author. Little, Brown.  When Omu makes a 

 delicious-smelling dinner, neighbors stop by to sample soup until the pot is empty



 All that Trash: The Story of the 1987 Garbage Barge and Our Problem with Stuff  . By Meghan 

 McCarthy. Illus. by the author. Simon & Schuster/Paula Wiseman. In 1987, a garbage barge spends 

 five months adrift in the Atlantic, unsuccessfully attempting  to find a place to dump its contents. 

 Aru Shah and the End of Time  . By Roshani Chokshi. Disney/Hyperion. In this story inspired by the 

 ancient Indian epic, the Mahabharata, Aru Shah discovers she must enter the Kingdom of Death to 

 save the world. 

 The Assassination of Brangwain Spurge  . By M.T. Anderson and Eugene Yelchin. Illus. by Eugene 

 Yelchin. Candlewick.   A diplomatic meeting of the Elves and the Goblins is more treacherous than 

 expected in this brilliantly illustrated novel. 

 Beavers  . By Rachel Poliquin. Illus. by Nicholas John Frith. HMH.  Wit and fact intertwine in an 

 enjoyable guide to the frequently overlooked beaver. 

 Between the Lines: How Ernie Barnes Went from the Football Field to the Art Gallery.  By Sandra Neil 

 Wallace. Illus. by Bryan Collier. Simon & Schuster/Paula Wiseman. Growing up, Ernie Barnes had 

 two passions: art and football.  Detailed, lively paintings help reveal how, with years of practice, he 

 excelled in both fields. 

 The Book of Boy  . By Catherine Gilbert Murdock. Greenwillow. In 1350, Boy, an orphaned servant, is 

 hired to accompany a pilgrim seeking the seven relics of St. Peter.  (Newbery Honor Book) 

 The Brilliant Deep: Rebuilding the World’s Coral Reefs  . By Kate Messner. Illus. by Matthew Forsythe. 

 Chronicle.  Ken Nedimyer's single-minded passion for restoring the ocean’s coral reefs is reflected 

 through riveting illustrations and accessible narrative. 

 Camp Panda: Helping Cubs Return to the Wild  . By Catherine Thimmesh. HMH. What does a panda 

 suit have to do with species conservation? As this comprehensive book about a panda rehabilitation 

 program in China reveals, quite a lot.  (Sibert Honor  Book) 

 Can I Touch Your Hair? Poems of Race, Mistakes, and Friendship  . By Irene Latham and Charles 

 Waters. Illus. by Sean Qualls and Selina Alko. Carolrhoda.  A school writing assignment is the 

 catalyst for conversations around race, class, and privilege in this illustrated poetic conversation 

 between two fifth-graders who learn to honor each other’s differences. 



 Dragons in a Bag  . By Zetta Elliott. Illus. by Geneva B. Random. When nine-year-old Jaxon is left in 

 the care of an eccentric old witch, he begins training as her new apprentice by leaving Brooklyn to 

 return three dragons to a magical world. 

 Edison: The Mystery of the Missing Mouse Treasure  . By Torben Kuhlmann. Illus. by the author. Tr. by 

 David Henry Wilson. NorthSouth. Naturalistic illustrations enhance this story of an intrepid mouse, 

 who builds a submersible and makes a surprising deep-sea discovery.  (Batchelder Honor Book) 

 The Eye that Never Sleeps: How Detective Pinkerton Saved President Lincoln  . By Marissa Moss. 

 Illus. by Jeremy Holmes. Abrams.  Modern illustrations and lively text combine to relate the early 

 history of the Pinkerton Detective Agency and how they thwarted an attempt to assassinate President 

 Abraham Lincoln. 

 Finding Langston  . By Lesa Cline-Ransome. Holiday.  After his mother’s death, lonely Langston and 

 his emotionally distant father migrate from rural Alabama to Chicago, where he finds solace in the 

 poetry of his namesake. 

 Front Desk  . By Kelly Yang. Scholastic/Arthur A. Levine.   Mia not only helps manage the front desk of 

 the motel where her immigrant Chinese parents work; she also helps keep secrets about the guests, 

 whose immigration status puts everyone at risk. 

 Game Changers: The Story of Venus and Serena Williams  . By Lesa Cline-Ransome. Illus. by James 

 Ransome. Simon & Schuster/Paula Wiseman.  This engaging picture-book biography of tennis' 

 greatest superstars focuses attention on the ways they changed the game by their attitude, power as 

 athletes, personal strength, and relationship with each other. 

 Hammering for Freedom  . By Rita Lorraine Hubbard. Illus. by John Holyfield. Lee & Low.  In 

 informative paragraphs and expressive paintings, this picture book tells the story of an enslaved 

 blacksmith who steadfastly worked to buy freedom for himself and his family. 

 Knights vs. Dinosaurs  . By Matt Phelan. Illus. by the author. Greenwillow.   Merlin sets a new 

 challenge for the Knights of the Round Table when he sends them back in time to battle dinosaurs. 

 Louisiana’s Way Home  . By Kate DiCamillo. Candlewick.  Louisiana finds  her own inner strength when 

 her granny abandons her in a run-down motel while they attempt to lift a curse that has plagued their 

 family for generations. 



 Marcus Vega Doesn’t Speak Spanish  . By Pablo Cartaya. Viking. After Marcus is suspended from 

 school for fighting, his frustrated mother takes him and his brother to Puerto Rico for a week to 

 reconnect with family he didn’t know existed. 

 Martin Rising: Requiem for a King  . By Andrea Davis Pinkney. Illus. by Brian Pinkney. Scholastic.  Dr. 

 King’s final months of life and the emotional aftermath of his assassination are recounted in this 

 collection of poignant poetry. 

 Memphis, Martin, and the Mountaintop: The Sanitation Strike of 1968  . By Alice Faye Duncan. Illus. by 

 R. Gregory Christie. Boyds Mills/Calkins Creek.   Nine-year-old Lorraine, whose daddy is a sanitation 

 worker, recounts the two-month sanitation strike led by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 Merci Suárez Changes Gears  . By Meg Medina. Candlewick.  Eleven-year-old Cuban American Merci 

 Suárez balances the demands of her multi-generational family with the challenges of being a 

 scholarship student at a private school in Florida.  (Newbery Medal Book) 

 No Small Potatoes: Junius G. Groves and His Kingdom in Kan
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 Amal Unbound  . By Aisha Saeed. Penguin/Nancy Paulsen.  Unknowingly, Amal insults a corrupt but 

 powerful man in her small Pakistani village. As retribution, he claims her as an indentured servant. 

 Apollo 8: The Mission that Changed Everything  . By Martin W. Sandler. Illus. Candlewick. With riveting 

 text and stunning archival photos capturing the excitement and danger, this compelling account of the 

 Apollo 8 mission emphasizes the turning point of the space program. 

 Attucks! Oscar Robertson and the Basketball Team that Awakened a City  . By Phillip Hoose. Illus. 

 Farrar. This is a comprehensive account of the people and the events involved in the first all-Black 

 high school basketball team that confronted segregation in Indianapolis and won. 

 Be Prepared  . By Vera Brosgol. Illus. by Vera Brosgol and Alec Longstreth. First Second.   Brosgol 

 comically recounts her experiences at a summer camp for Russian American kids in this graphic 

 memoir. 

 Boots on the Ground: America’s War in Vietnam  . By Elizabeth Partridge. Illus. Viking. People who 

 lived through the Vietnam War discuss its history and politics in this illuminating book featuring 

 dramatic photographs and first-person accounts. 

 Children of Blood and Bone  . By Tomi Adeyemi. Holt. In an adventure infused with West African 

 mythology, Zélie’s magic reawakens and she battles to restore magic to the oppressed kingdom of 

 Orïsha. 

 Crash: The Great Depression and the Fall and Rise of America  . By Marc Favreau. Little, Brown. This 

 account of American life during the 1930s coq
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 Ghost Boys  . By Jewell Parker Rhodes. Little, Brown.  This novel explores the issues of racial violence 

 and police brutality from the viewpoint of Jerome, the ghost of a 12-year-old black boy gunned down 

 by a white police officer. 

 Harbor Me  . By Jacqueline Woodson. Penguin/Nancy Paulsen.  Six children learn  the power of 

 sharing their stories when their teacher assigns them to spend Fridays in a weekly conversation 

 circle. 

 Hey, Kiddo: How I Lost My Mother, Found My Father, and Dealt with Family Addiction  . By Jarrett J. 

 Krosoczka. Illus. by the author. Scholastic/Graphix. This graphic memoir offers an intimate portrait of 

 a young artist growing up in challenging circumstances, including his single mother’s lifelong battle 

 with drug addiction. 

 Hurricane Child  . By Kheryn Callender. Scholastic. As a hurricane approaches  her Caribbean island 

 home, 12-year-old Caroline desperately searches for her mother in this story of abandonment, 

 mysterious spirits, and a first crush. 

 The Hyena Scientist  . By Sy Montgomery. Illus. by Nic Bishop. HMH. Montgomery profiles  biologist 

 Kay Holekamp at her research camp in Masai Mara, Kenya, where she studies the social structure, 

 communication, biology, and habits of spotted hyenas. 

 Illegal  . By Eoin Colfer and Andrew Donkin. Illus. by Giovanni Rigano. Sourcebooks/Jabberwocky. 

 Determined preteen Ebo leaves his impoverished Nigerian village to follow his older siblings, all of 

 whom have one dream: to make it to Europe, by any means possible. 

 Ivy Aberdeen’s Letter to the World  . By Ashley Herring Blake. Little, Brown. As her family deals  with 

 the devastating aftermath of a tornado, Ivy loses a sketchbook in which she has drawn pictures that 

 reveal her secret same-sex crushes. 

 Jazz Owls: A Novel of the Zoot Suit Riots  . By Margarita Engle. Illus. by Rudy Gutierrez. Atheneum. 

 In this novel-in-verse set in 1940’s Los Angeles, several Mexican American teens are swept into the 

 chaos of the Zoot Suit Riots. 

 Lifeboat 12  . By Susan Hood. Simon & Schuster. Ken Sparks drifts at sea on a lifeboat with a group of 

 passengers after the sinking of a ship carrying evacuated British children to Canada during WWII. 









 private girls’ school, her budding friendship with prickly Iris, and a charming, tentative romance in 

 addition to family drama in this funny, feel-good contemporary novel. 

 Neanderthal Opens the Door to the Universe  . Norton, Preston.  Disney Hyperion. Aaron is the star of 

 Happy Valley High School until he suffers a concussion after a boating accident, or receives a visit 

 from God, depending on who you believe. God gives him a to-do list and tells him he will need the 

 help of Cliff Hubbard (a.k.a. Neanderthal). 

 Frankie  . Plozza, Shivaun.. Flatiron Books. Frankie Vega’s half-brother suddenly presents himself, and 

 just as she begins to get to know him, he disappears. Frankie is the only one who seems worried 

 about his whereabouts so she sets out to find him. 


