
 
SACRAMENTO CITY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

Agenda Item #11.4 
 
Meeting Date:  February 19, 2015  
 
Subject:  Arts Education Update 
 

 Information Item Only 
 Approval on Consent Agenda 
 Conference (for discussion only) 
 Conference/First Reading (Action Anticipated: ______________)  
 Conference/Action 
 Action 
 Public Hearing 

 
Division:  Academic Office/Curriculum & Instruction 
 
Recommendation:  NA 
 
Background/Rationale:  Sacramento City Unified School District (SCUSD) recognizes 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Estimated Time of Presentation: 15 minutes 
 
Submitted by:   Olivine Roberts, Chief Academic Office;                       
                           Iris Taylor, Assistant Superintendent,   
                           Curriculum & Instruction; and Gayle Carrick,  
                           Fine Arts Training Specialist 
 
Approved by:   José L. Banda, Superintendent 

Page 2 of 2 
 



Board of Education Executive Summary  
Academic Office: Arts Education Update 
February 19, 2015 
 

 
  
 

 

Academic Office: Curriculum & Instruction Department 1 

 

I. Overview of Arts Education  
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Municipal Arts Commission (SMAC), The Kennedy Center, California County Superintendents 
Arts Initiative, CA Alliance for Arts Education, California Office to Reform Education (CORE), and 
The California Arts Project. These partnerships serve to move the district closer to its goal of 
providing access to high quality Arts programs and instruction for every SCUSD student. 
 
II. Driving Governance  
 

In recent years, schools across the United States have substantially reduced Arts programs in 
response to budget concerns and pressures to improve academic test scores. However, a 
substantial body of research demonstrates that various forms of Arts Education including Arts 
integration, Arts enhancement, and Curricular Arts, can be an asset to districts 
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• The Link Up program has increased from five to six elementary school sites this year. 
• The Overture program has grown to include beginning and advance String classes at 

Father Keith B Kenny and now includes a beginning Strings class at Pacific Elementary.  
 
VII. Lessons Learned/Next Steps  
 

The district continues to assess its Arts programming and therefore, has learned many lessons 
over the past few years. Some key lessons learned and next steps are outlined: 

• The vision outlined in the district’s strategic plan is a powerful force that consistently 
guides this work.  

• Increasing access at the elementary level is vital to providing equitable distribution of 
programming as well as to support pathways to age appropriate, quality programs at 
the secondary level.  

• The Arts are a high leverage strategy in the implementation of the CCSS, and must be 
integrated seamlessly. 

• Continue to garner community input regarding the Arts programs via the LCAP process. 
• Maintain support and build the capacity of site administrators and teachers so they may 

champion and lead the Arts initiatives at their site.   
• Continue to build capacity for Arts integration as a specific strategy to increase access to 

the arts for elementary students, support Title-I goals, enhance Common Core teaching 
and learning, and provide entry points for special populations of students. 

• Increase communication regarding SCUSD’s Arts initiatives to a wide range of 
stakeholders and partners. 

• Seek additional opportunities to expand the Arts in SCUSD through grants, and other 
strategic partnerships. 
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